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tion oppressed with burdensome taxes, devoured by the
caterpillars of a standing army, sunk into contempt in
every foreign court, and repining at the daily decay of its
commerce, and the daily multiplication of its oppressors,
incite us to an inquiry after the author of its miseries.

It is asserted, that no man ought to be called into ques-
tion for any crime, who is not suspected of having commit-
ted it. This, my lords, is a rule not only reasonable in it-
self, but so naturally observed, that I believe it was never
yet broken ; and am certain, no man will be charged with
the violation of it, for accusing this person as an enemy to
his country.

But he that declares his suspicion, may be called upon
to discover upon what facts it is founded; nor will this
part of the law produce any difficulty in the present case;
for as every man in the nation suspects this person of the
most enormous crimes, every man can produce sufficient
arguments to justify his opinion.

On all other occasions, my lords, publick fame is allow-
ed some weight: that any man is universally accounted
wicked, will add strength to the testimony brought against
him for any particular offence; and it is at least a sufficient
reason for calling any man to examination, that a crime is
committed, and he is generally reported to be the author
of it.

That this is the state of the person into whose conduct
the commons are now inquiring; that he is censured by
every man in the kingdom, whose sentiments are not re-
pressed by visible influence; that he has no friends but
those who have sold their integrity for the plunder of the
publick ; and that all who are not enemies to their country,
have, for many years, incessantly struggled to drag him
down from the pinnacle of power, and expose him to that
punishment which he has so long deserved, and so long
defied, is evident beyond contradiction.

Let it not, therefore, be urged, my lords, that there is
no certainty of a crime which is proved to the conviction
of every honest mind; let it not be said that it is unrea-